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Dear Grace Family, 

It's been a full year since my installation 
as your senior pastor and I want to thank 
you for your prayers and support for me 
and my family.  

Martin Luther once suggested that God is 
a leftie. As a left-hander, I like that 
descriptor. What Luther meant was that 
in a world obsessed with right-handed 
power (strength, intimidation, 

dominance, bullying, and media-blitzes), God enters stage left as 
a baby, He learns the humble trade of carpentry, chooses 
nobodies to be his cohorts, and finally dies between two 
criminals outside the city gates. Even His resurrection is without 
any hint of fanfare: just a tucked-away empty tomb discovered 
by some women. Aptly, the risen Jesus is mistaken for the lowly 
gardener rather than the mighty landowner. 

For all the world, left-handed power seems like no power at all. 
But, then again, is there any power greater than the power of 
love? And that is what God demonstrated by sending His Son to 
save the world by being born of a humble virgin in the 
backwater of Bethlehem.  

I love the seasons of Advent and Christmas where we are 
reminded of the profound love of God that starts in a crib but 
ends on a cross. I want to thank all who came out to decorate 
the church for the season. Grace never looks more beautiful 
than this time of year! Whether or not your family has an 
advent wreath with candles, please take time to reflect on the 
hope, peace, joy, and love that comes from trusting in such a 
good God. A blessed Advent and Christmas to you all.  

In Christ's Service,  

 

 

Pr. Brian Thomas 

The Lips that Spoke 
by Chad Bird 
 

The lips that spoke, "Lo, let there be," 
That raised the mountain, filled the sea; 
The mouth that spoke till Sabbath rest,  
Now suckles Mary's breast.  
 

Thou Light of Light, in darkness born, 
Of worldly warmth and welcome shorn, 
As Thou came down, raise us above, 
And fire our frigid hearts with love.  
 

The babe whom humble shepherds laud 
Is God made man, and man made God-- 
The Father's reckless love made known 
In flesh and blood, in skin and bone.  

Upcoming Services 
Midweek Advent Service   Wed. Dec. 18  6:30 pm 
Christmas Eve     Tue. Dec. 24        6:00 & 11:00 pm 
Christmas Day     Wed. Dec. 25  10:00 am 
Voters Assembly    Sun. Dec. 29  9:00 am  
1st Sun. After Christmas    Sun. Dec. 29  10:00 am 
Epiphany of Our Lord    Sun. Jan. 6          8:00 & 10:30 am 



P A G E  2  Our Mission: Opportunity in the Midst of Decline 
                                                           By Pastor Brian  

The Pew Research Center published an article just a 
month ago about the rapid decline of Christianity in 
America’s.  Here are the two opening paragraphs of 
the article:  

“The religious landscape of the United States 
continues to change at a rapid clip. In Pew 
Research Center telephone surveys conducted 
in 2018 and 2019, 65% of American adults 
describe themselves as Christians when asked 
about their religion, down 12 percentage points 
over the past decade. Meanwhile, the religiously 
unaffiliated share of the population, consisting 
of people who describe their religious identity as 
atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular,” now 
stands at 26%, up from 17% in 2009.  

Both Protestantism and Catholicism are 
experiencing losses of population share. 
Currently, 43% of U.S. adults identify with 
Protestantism, down from 51% in 2009. And one
-in-five adults (20%) are Catholic, down from 
23% in 2009. Meanwhile, all subsets of the 
religiously unaffiliated population – a group also 
known as religious “nones” – have seen their 
numbers swell. Self-described atheists now 
account for 4% of U.S. adults, up modestly but 
significantly from 2% in 2009; agnostics make up 
5% of U.S. adults, up from 3% a decade ago; and 
17% of Americans now describe their religion as 
“nothing in particular,” up from 12% in 2009. 
Members of non-Christian religions also have 
grown modestly as a share of the adult 
population.” (You can read the whole article at 
pewforum.org).  

I must confess these are some fairly depressing 
statistics. I think that it is safe to say that the 
secularization of Western culture is proceeding at an 
alarming pace. Does this mean that we should despair 
as Christians? Absolutely not! We serve the King of 
kings who promised, “I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt 16:18). 
Christians do not despair; we live in hope.  

What these statistics should do is convince us of the 
need of our witness to our neighbors now more than 
ever. This is an opportunity for us to “give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have” (1 Pet 3:15). Sometimes it is as 
simple as inviting someone to church with the words 
Philip used to introduce Nathaniel to Jesus: “Come 
and see” (John 1:46).  

Gene Veith recently highlighted a study that gives an 
intriguing description and analysis of today’s “angst-
ridden” culture. The authors document that “addictions 
are up. Suicides are up. Anxiety is up. Depression is up. 
Rates of happiness are down. Anti-anxiety and 
antidepressant medications are up. Pills that claim to help 
you do things like sleep and have sex and pay attention 
are up. Deaths from alcohol, drugs and suicide are now at 
their highest level since record-keeping began. There 
appears to be an epidemic of loneliness, a sexual 
recession, and a breakdown of trust.” 

Thus the state of America’s angst. 

The authors blame it on an epidemic of what they refer to 
as “modern meaninglessness” and their attempt to 
uncover its origins is both fascinating and relevant. But I 
agree with Veith that their answer as to how to deal with 
it is less than adequate.  

We may feel that our Gospel message is no longer 
wanted. Be that as it may, it is so very needed! As Veith 
points out, “God makes meaningful things that otherwise 
would be empty.” That includes things such as making 
your bed, going to work, grocery shopping, and changing 
your kid’s diaper. Jesus really does change everything. As 
it turns out, the Gospel isn’t just a golden ticket to 
heaven, it also injects purpose and meaning into every 
minute of our life on our way there. 

What is lost in these dismal statistics is that there are 
certain churches and denominations which are growing. 
We at Grace Lutheran fit into this category. Among those 
that are growing are the churches that have a strong 
commitment to the teaching and authority of Holy 
Scripture and a traditional view of the Christian faith, 
grounded in the Creeds and historic liturgies. We have 
not, and will not, depend upon our strength or any novel 
techniques to reach the lost, but upon God and His means 
of grace through His Word and Sacraments. It is what has 
sustained us for over a century. And it is my resolve as 
your pastor to provide faithful preaching and teaching, 
grounded in the Bible, granting the healing comfort of 
Christ to sinners in need. 

May the Lord strengthen us in these commitments as we 
approach a New Year! And may He work through us to 
reach a culture that is by and large, walking away from 
God, and as they do so, are becoming filled with despair 
as they go. San Diego needs us to speak the truth in love. 
They need us to share the good news of Christ’s saving 
grace. May our Lord help us to stem the tide and reverse 
these trends in our little corner of the world. May we be 
found faithful servants of our Master here at GLC.  



G.L.O.R.I.A. Update   
P A G E  3  

The GLORIA Gala was a tremendous success. There were 
100  people in attendance for the delicious dinner and fun 
auction.  Ted and Victoria Nilsen are enjoying the event 
and the courtyard was filled with anxious bidders on the 
beautiful gift baskets.   

What a whirlwind month November was for GLORIA, our organ restoration campaign! The kickoff began with an 
organ concert on November 1st by Raul Prieto Ramirez, our fabulous San Diego Civic Organist. Raul presented an 
incredible program on the Grace organ and we raised $5,728 in the offering. A GREAT start! Thanks to Raul and 
all the folks at the Spreckles Organ Society who helped make the concert possible at no cost to the church! 

On November 16th, the Grace Courtyard and Fellowship Hall were transformed into a first class party venue 
hosting the GLORIA Gala. Attendees started in the Courtyard with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres while they 
browsed through the many donated items that were available through a silent auction. Then upstairs to be 
treated to an exquisite dinner and live auction.  The evening was truly memorable for all who attended and the 
amount raised to date on the Gala totals approximately $55,000 (money is still being cleared through our online 
account). Thank you to Betty Burke and Gretchen Jordan for putting this fantastic evening together along with Pr. 
Brian and Rachel. Thanks to Kelsey Bonilla and her mom, Nancy for their amazing appetizers and to Italgo Pasta 
Bar in Chula Vista for their incredible dinner! I would be totally remiss, though, if I didn’t thank the youth of our 
church who came together and provided wait and table service that would rival any 5 star restaurant! There were 
many more people involved in helping and to each of you, thank you! The evening was a great success because of 
all your efforts! 

The total of all donations received to date stands at approximately $71,000. A little over 10% of our goal in just 1 
month! 

As for a status on the project itself, the Council sent out 3 RFP’s (Request for Proposal) to specific organ builders 
and 2 of the 3 decided that they would bid for the work. Those bids are due back to Council by December 15th, so 
we anxiously await their return. Once they are received, the Council will evaluate both and determine which 
builder should be awarded the work. Once they make that decision, it will be presented to the congregation for 
ratification. 

As we move closer to a decision concerning who will complete the restoration of our valued instrument, I would 
ask you to prayerfully consider giving a year end 
contribution to benefit this important project. I would 
also ask that you keep the overall project in prayer as we 
seek the Lord’s guidance and help. Thank you! 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Michael Burke, Director of Music 
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Birthdays  

Calendar of Events 

DECEMBER 
15- Jeff Yoder 
15- Lily Jade Diers 
19- Charlotte Lindsey 
30- John Moore 

 
 

JANUARY 
2- Sienna Bonilla 
2- Amadeo Brown 
4- Mateo Bonilla 
7- Eleanor Hansen 
10- Kate Latham 
11- Ingrid Hoffmann 

If we missed your 
birthday call or email the 
church office at:: 

Offerings as of 11/30/19 
YTD Offerings Actual     $234,991 
YTD Offerings Budget    $221,412 
Overage             $   13,579 

Faces of Grace 

November Actual     $ 19,909    
November Budget    $ 21,415 
Under       $  1,506 

It’s easy to donate to GLC.  
Scan the QR code below with 
your phone or text a dollar 
amount to 84321 to donate. 
Give through your online 
banking, use 
your giving 
envelopes 
or just drop 
your 
donation in 
the offering 
plate.  
Thank you! 

Many thanks to everyone that helped decorate 
the church for Advent and especially to Steve 
Hollman who got the tree in all the rain on 
Friday morning. It was water-logged and took 3 
men to stand it upright! 

Bombaro Family Goodbye Gathering  -  Today, Dec. 15th between 1-4 pm at the 
Willis home at 3112 Meadow Grove Dr. San Diego CA 92110. 

Memorial Service - the service for Marcia Kogler will be Saturday Dec. 28 at 11 am at 
St. James Lutheran in Imperial Beach. 

Sunday Dec. 29—One Service at 10 am -   The Voters Assembly will reconvene to vote 
for our council and approve the 2020 budget at 9:00 am. Our Sunday service will follow 
at 10:00 am.  There will be no 8:00 am service on this day.   

Boar’s Head Feast  - Please join us Jan. 4th as we celebrate the birth of our King with 
appetizers, a pork loin dinner and fellowship starting at 6 pm. After dinner we will 
gather around the tree and sing hymns before enjoying some plum pudding. Please 
RSVP with Leigh Ann at:  gabordor@gmail.com or 574-302-2111.  

Leo Brandon Schroeder was baptized on 
Dec. 1st.  Pastor Brian is holding him with 
Brandon and Jennifer Schroeder looking on 
with his godparents, Dennis and Kelsey 
Bonilla.  Leo joins his brothers, Lucas, Levi 
and Liam for a house full of boys! 


