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Dear Grace Family, 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

This central truth we boldly proclaim throughout 
the Easter season.  As St. Paul put it, "If Christ has 
not been raised, then our faith is in vain" (1 Cor 
15:14). In the years immediately following the 
Resurrection of Jesus, the apostles preached in a 
variety of geographic locations and cultural 

situations. Wherever they went, they shared the case for the 
Resurrection. The eyewitnesses built their case directly upon their 
own personal experiences with the Risen Lord.  
 

Two thousand years later, the reliability of the gospel eyewitness 
accounts remains central to the proclamation of our faith and hope. 
The message we deliver to unbelievers is dependent upon Biblical 
accuracy and reliability. That’s why every one of us ought to take 
the time to know why these accounts are trustworthy.  Let’s use this 
Easter season to talk about the New Testament accounts as 
reliable history so we can point to the reality of the Resurrection 
with confidence and boldness, which is why I've included an article 
from Cold Case Christianity that discusses how to communicate the 
evidence.  
 

On May 4th, Grace hosted the 12th Annual Catechism Convocation 
featuring the teaching of Pastor Peter Bender on the Lord's Prayer. 
We had people from numerous congregations throughout Southern 
California on hand to worship and learn. I want to thank Leigh Ann 
Bozung, Harold Nichols, Michael Burke and our choir members who 
gave up their Saturday to serve everyone who came to this great 
event. Your hospitality to our brothers and sisters made me proud!  
 

Under Christ's Mercy,  
 
 
 
Brian Thomas 
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I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge 
(Ephesians 3:18–19). 
 

Paul is praying a paradoxical prayer for these 
believers. That they would be strengthened by 
comprehending and knowing a love that is beyond 
their ability to know—to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses all knowledge. 
 

The apostle is simply telling us that the love of Christ 
is too large to be confined by any geometrical 
measurements. It is wide enough to reach the whole 
world and beyond. It is long enough to stretch from 
eternity to eternity. It is high enough to raise both 
Gentiles and Jews to heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It 
is deep enough to rescue people from sin’s 
degradation and even from the grip of Satan himself. 
 

Jesus loves the whole world collectively and the 
whole world individually. Jesus told a Pharisee named 
Nicodemus of his love for the world collectively: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son” (John 3:16). In his Letter to the Galatians, Paul 
reveals his experience of the love of Christ for him 
individually: “I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20).  
 

As many of you know, we have a mid-week chapel 
with our preschool children where I get to put all of 
my teenage years and much of my 20’s singing and 
playing guitar in rock bands to good use as I teach our 
children to praise Jesus with simple, and yet profound 
lyrics: 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children 
of the world, 
Red, brown, yellow, black and white, they are 
precious in His sight,  
Jesus died for all the children of the world.  
 

Arguably the most influential theologian of the 
twentieth century was Karl Barth. His magnum opus 
was the thirteen-volume Church Dogmatics, which 
has over six million words (we Lutherans would 
probably only agree with 1/2 of those). Nevertheless, 
near the end of his life, he was asked if he could 
summarize his faith. Barth smiled and replied: “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

The love of Christ surpasses knowledge. Jesus loves the 
world collectively and individually… and that includes 
you. 
 

But in our lives there are things that tend to blur the 
reality of Christ’s love for us. One of these things is 
loneliness, and I see it particularly with our widows and 
homebound parishioners. But this cry of loneliness is 
something every one of us has felt at one time or 
another.  Loneliness is a universal hurt, as Paul 
McCartney sings in Eleanor Rigby: 
 

“All the lonely people, where do they all come from? 
 

Lonely people come from everywhere. In many social 
groups and institutions from school to work to civic 
organizations (not to mention the church) there are 
often lonely people who feel isolated, feel like 
outsiders, like they are not “in the club.” This is the 
case from nurseries to nursing homes. Single people 
are often lonely, as are married people who feel 
disconnected from their spouse. 

The good news of the gospel is that Christ loves the 
lonely. In the final verse of Matthew’s gospel Jesus 
assures the disciples, “Remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (28:20). The love of 
Christ surpasses loneliness. 
 

Another thing that tends to blur the reality of the love 
of Christ for us is depression, which is widespread in 
our day. Have you ever heard someone say, “Keep your 
head up!” That may be helpful if you’re playing 
softball, but for the depressed it is often not.  If they 
could keep their head up, they would. The Bible 
assures us that the Lord is the “the one who lifts up 
(your) head” (Psalm 3:3).   
 

And as he preached the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
proclaimed, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted” (Matt 5:4). Some experience this 
lifting up of their head, this being comforted 
episodically, but in the long run it will be anything but 
temporary, it will be permanent. It’s a promise, and 
Christ delivers on His promises. The love of Christ 
surpasses depression.   
 

Remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age”                            (Matthew 28:20) 
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Another thing that tends to blur the reality of the love of Christ for many of us is addiction.  Addiction, of 
course, can take many forms: alcohol, drugs, television, food, gambling, hoarding, sex, compulsive spending, 
etc. Most addicts are simply trying to find a way to take the edge off the internal or external pain in their life—
to numb or distract them from reality. 
 

Michael Roe of the band, The 77’s, wrote a song about addiction in which, citing from the First Letter of John, he 
sings: 

And if a person, place or thing can deliver, I will quiver with delight 
But will it last me for all my life or just one more lonely night 
The lust, the flesh, the eyes and the pride of life 
Drain the life right out of me. 
 

Even though such addictions are self-destructive and damaging—and often cause collateral damage to families 
and friends as well—addicts tend to persist in their addiction, often with intense feelings of guilt and self-
loathing. The good news of the gospel is that Christ loves even addicts. 
 

In the book Grace in Addiction, John Zahl writes: 
“(God) meets people in their weakness, not their strength. He is a God who saves people from 
themselves. Rescue is the thrust of the Bible and the heart of the Christian Gospel.  Sadly, this simple 
catch-22—that the only way you can find God is if you desperately need Him—stands in direct 
opposition to the widespread, even dominant notion in today’s churches that spiritual life finds its 
origin in decision-making or virtuous intention or choosing God. There is some talk in churches of God 
as redeemer, but there is also an enormous amount of talk of God as teacher, friend, inspiration, life-
coach, etc.” 
 

You need a Savior, not a life-coach! What if someone struggles with loneliness or depression or addiction all the 
way to the grave? You know this happens for a lot of people, including many Christians. The good news of the 
gospel is that the love of Christ surpasses even death—as Paul put it:  

“Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:37-39). 
 

In his final book, All is Grace, Brennan Manning, a washed-up, recovering alcoholic Roman Catholic priest, 
whose health was failing, describes the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge this way: 

My message, unchanged for more than fifty years, is this: God loves you unconditionally, as you are 
and not as you should be, because nobody is as they should be… Some have labeled my message one 
of ‘cheap grace.’ In my younger days, their accusations were a gauntlet thrown down, a challenge. But 
I’m an old man now and I don’t care… Grace is sufficient even though we huff and puff with all our 
might to try to find something or someone it cannot cover. Grace is enough. He is enough. Jesus is 
enough” (194). 
 

“Jesus is enough” because in His death on the cross Jesus bore your loneliness, your depression, your 
addictions, and yes, even your death. On the cross the lust, the flesh, the eyes, the pride of your life—and of 
everyone’s life—literally drained the life right out of Him.   
 

On the cross Jesus died for all the little children of the world—red, brown, yellow, black and white, lonely or 
depressed, addicted or dying—all the little children of the world, and that includes you. Yes, sin in all of its 
forms and death are all too real, but the love of Christ is even more real and comprehensive, and the love of 
Christ surpasses all of it. 
 

Adapted from the homily given during the 2019 Catechism Convocation. 

A Surpassing Love                     



How to Communicate the Evidence for 
Christianity                                   By Jimmy Wallace  
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Have you ever had a discussion with someone you 
passionately disagreed with? Have they ever told you, “If 
you show me the evidence, then maybe I’ll agree with 
you”? I’ve had conversations where, even after giving 
more than enough evidence to support my point, the 
person with whom I was talking still disagreed with me. 
It’s easy in those moments to feel like they’re just being 
stubborn, simply refusing to see the truth, or not being 
intellectually honest. Now, there may be times when the 
other person is willfully refusing to believe the truth. But 
can I suggest it may be more a matter of how we 
are communicating the evidence? 

One of the basic skills a police officer needs is the ability 
to conduct thorough searches. An exhaustive search can 
help an officer locate a weapon hidden on an armed 
suspect or help locate evidence in a vehicle or in a 
residence. The fundamentals of searching are taught in 
the academy before a police officer hits the streets. 
However, as an FTO (a Field Training Officer), I’ve had 
trainees who had difficulty conducting searches. Some 
trainees have a hard time locating particular items (like 
weapons on a suspect), but even more have issues 
stemming from a failure to recognize evidence when they 
see it. This is in part due to the very nature of evidence 
itself. Evidence of criminal activity comes in many shapes 
and sizes. Anything could potentially be evidence. 

For example, a burnt piece of foil can indicate heroin use. 
Heroin users commonly have little scraps of tin foil in their 
vehicles. An inexperienced trainee may pass it over as 
simply being a bit of trash rather than recognizing it as an 
indicator of criminal activity. If I ask them, “Hey, did you 
see that tin foil?” They might respond that they did, but 
have no idea why it would be important or why I’m asking 
about it, still not recognizing its importance or meaning. 
It’s up to me to explain to them not only what they are 
seeing, but why it matters. As a result, I will often re-
search suspects, vehicles, etc. in order to ensure my 
trainee didn’t miss anything. Once I’ve found everything I 
recognize as evidence, I will usually lay it all out on the 
hood of our patrol car, explain what each piece means, 
and how each piece adds up to form a bigger picture. This 
is where an officer’s training 
and experience come into 
play. Through years of training 
and experience, a good officer 
will develop the skills 
necessary to recognize 
evidence when they see it and 
figure out how all the pieces 
of the puzzle fit together. 

When you are talking to 
someone who disagrees with 
you, keep in mind that they 
may be like my trainee. 

Sometimes it is not only necessary to show someone 
the evidence for what you believe, but also to take the 
time to show them what it means and why it is so 
important, how this particular piece of evidence fits into 
the bigger picture. 

Recently, I was called to testify as a witness on a case. 
After swearing in, I sat at the witness stand and got 
ready to testify about what I had done during the 
investigation. “What is your occupation and current 
assignment?” the DA asked as their first question. It 
seemed almost a silly question, both the DA and the 
defense attorney knew I was a police officer. They had 
already read the reports related to the case and knew 
how I figured into the investigation. 

This was a preliminary hearing, kind of like a miniature 
court case in front of a judge. At a preliminary hearing, 
the DA and defense attorneys present the basic facts of 
the case to a judge in order to see if there is enough 
evidence to take the case in front of a jury for the jury 
trial. There was a method to the DA’s madness in asking 
about my employment, they needed to lay down the 
foundational facts in the case, the facts that everyone 
agreed with. The DA wanted to present the fact I was a 
police officer in order to get the defense to agree to this 
basic truth. That way if I later said I had pulled someone 
over or arrested them, the defense attorney couldn’t 
make a case that I lacked the legal authority to do so. 
This is one of the reasons why we have preliminary 
hearings in the first place: to determine what can be 
agreed upon by all the parties. 

When communicating with those who disagree with us, 
it’s important to understand what basic facts we 
actually agree on. If we are discussing the life of Jesus 
with a non-believer, for example, it may be important 
to establish whether the other person believes Jesus 
really lived in history. If they agree on this basic fact, 
then we can move forward with presenting our case. If 
they do not, it may be important to hold our own “pre-
trial hearing” and come to agreement on this point 
before moving forward. 

For this reason, it is important to get to know your 
audience or who you are speaking to. The better you 
know someone, the easier it will be to find common 
ground. Take your time to get to know the other 
person’s perspective, what level of training and 
experience they possess, and where the areas of agreed 
upon facts are. From there, you can make a more 
diligent case for what you believe, and hopefully a case 
which those you’re talking to will be better able to hear, 
understand, and accept. 

This article originally appeared on coldcasechristianity.com. 
Jimmy Wallace is a Field Training Officer in Los Angeles County 
and host of the Incarnate Investigation Podcast.  



P A G E  5  Principles of Biblical Stewardship - Part VIII  

April Offerings Actual         $23,539  

April Offerings Budget  $24,226 

Shortfall   $     687 

How Our Offerings Stacked up in April and the Year 

GOD'S STEWARDS LIVE WITH AN AWARENESS  
OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE, OF TIME AND ETERNITY.  

 
What does this mean?  
 

God's stewards live intentionally in the light of the Lord's eternal purpose while being firmly committed to the 
here and now.  
 

What does God's Word say about this?  
 

Matt. 6:19-21  Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  

 

1 Tim. 6:17-19  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to 
be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a 
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

 

Phil. 3:12-14,20  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

2 Pet. 3:11-12a  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming.  

 

Rev. 14:13  Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
[with] them."  

 
 

How is this done?  
 

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will:  
 

• Point out the eternal dimensions inherent in all that stewards decide to do or not to do;  
• Pursue good planning for the present and future as part of stewardship education; and,  
• Rejoice in knowing what God's stewards do now can have lasting benefits.  

 
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not:  
 

• Be so intent on the here and now that the possibilities for extending the kingdom after death are 
neglected; or,  

• Be so intent on plans for the future that the possibilities for extending the kingdom here and now are 
neglected.  

YTD Offerings Actual         $83,199  

YTD Offerings Budget  $84,093  

Shortfall   $      894  
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Muffins with Mom 

 

We were in Papua New Guinea for the first school term — February through mid-April. Ron was privileged 
to preach 33 times (during funerals, Sunday services, school openings, teacher dedications and other 
celebrations.) His classes included “Minor Prophets” (Hosea, Joel and Amos), “Preaching” and “The Work of 
a Pastor.” We considered it a great gift to be able to worship with the students in chapel each morning, and 
it was exciting to see the fruits of the preaching class as the fourth-year students took turns giving the 
message.  Ron printed several pamphlets, the most important of which focused on the many false prophets 
in PNG and how to respond to them. One of the “prophets,” Moses, considers himself the reincarnation 
of THE Moses and tells everyone he was born of a virgin. He is very persuasive and charismatic. He is also a 
former Lutheran. In fact, he still calls himself Lutheran! There is much work to be done here. Thank you for 
standing at our side and lifting us in prayer! 
 
Pastor Ron and Mary Anne Rall 

PNG Update 

PS:  Since the arson fires of October 2018, Highland Lutheran 
International School has experienced a rebirth and renewal. Top 
photo, Ron preached at the dedication of the school and the blessing 
of the teachers in March. The new administration building should be 
finished soon and the Papua New Guinea Mission Society is presently 
organizing a book drive after the loss of the school’s library in the fire. 
A 40-foot container full of books will be sent by Orphan Grain Train in 
August. If you’d like to contribute books, please contact us for more 
information. 
*  We are happy to announce that the Wednesday evening services at Grace during Lent collected over 
$1,000 to be sent to Pastor Ron  and the mission.  

Our preschool celebrated Mother’s Day this past 
Friday with coffee and muffins.  Even though the 
weather was chilly and drizzling the 4-year old 
classroom welcomed everyone to enjoy the goodies. 
All the children made beautiful art gifts to give their 
moms, too.  Happy Mother’s Day! 
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Faces of Grace  

 On Sunday April 28th, 
Grace celebrated the 10 
Year Anniversary of 
Michael Burke, our 
music director,  Rexanna 
Blas, our preschool 
director and Anita 
Beaver, our preschool 
assistant director.  The 
service was followed by 
a delicious BBQ 
luncheon.  
Congratulations and 
thank you for your 
dedication to Grace. 

 New members were 
accepted into Grace 

membership, on April 
14th.  They are Elvie 

Nichols, Mark Matthews, 
Shannon Carreiro and 

Gretchen Jordan.  Kate 
Latham was also 

accepted and Eleanor 
Hansen who was not 

present.  All members 
will be voted into 

membership at the next 
member’s meeting. 

 Several preschool children helped 
Pr. Brian with his lesson during 

Wednesday Chapel.  The children 
were asked to show the 

coordinating sign of the emotion we 
felt prior to Easter Sunday.  Happy, 
sad, surprised, scared, and  angry.  

The children have become quite 
good at singing several children’s 

hymns  including, Nothing but the 
Blood of Jesus and Amazing Grace. 
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Birthdays  

Events 

May 
14- Chris Rall 
16- Levi Schroeder 
16- Jude Lamontagne 
17- Makenna Covarrubius 
19- Paul Himmelberger 
21- Nathaniel Parker 

22- Lorna Winterstein  
24- Kimberly Newton 
27- Leslie Yoder 
28-Michelle Thompson 
29-Jeremy Belgau 
31- Zilpah Taylor 
 

June 
1- Grace Newton 
2- Lucas Schroeder 

Today and every day include some time for prayer . . . for yourself, for your 
church family, and for those in need.   
 

Prayers for strength in time of need:  Bill, Rachel, Kris, Hayden, Linnette, Don, 
Dave,  and Rev. Dr. Herbert Mueller 
 

Prayers for our missionaries: Rev. James May (Kenya), Daniel Conrad 
(Central America), Dr. Rev. Ron and Mary Anne Rall (Papua New Guinea) 
 

Prayers for the military: Thomas Abbott, Nathaniel Beaver, Rev. John Bombaro 
Andrew Bund, Andrew Burke, Alex Cavins, Gaby Cavins, Christian Cole, Jon Feazel 
Jonathan Fisch, Brenda Fonseca, Tajy George, Jack Lynn George, Jr., Joseph 
Jindrich, Jack Ogden, Dave Miceli, Matthew Morgan, Eric Mitchell, Jacob Neuberg 
Heath Russert , Andrew Warren  
 

Prayers awaiting the arrival of a child of God: David & Laura, Jeremy & 
Jessika, and Brandon & Jennifer as they await the arrival of a child of God. 
 

Prayers for those unable to come to services: Lorna Winterstein, Mary Jane 
Robinson,  Don & Maryann Preisinger. 

David Long Funeral Service -   Saturday May 18th at 10 am. 

Potluck Sunday  - May 19th -  Please bring a casserole to share. 

Saturday Divine Service  - June 1st at 5:00 pm. 

Rugby Game June 2nd -  San Diego Legion is playing New Orleans at 2 pm at 
USD Torero Stadium in Mission Valley. If you are Interested in tickets, please 
contact Leigh Ann before May 26th.   

Summer Fellowship -  We need Grace families to team up over the summer to 
host fellowship in July & August. Please sign up for a week to setup, provide 
food or clean up.  Signup sheet is on the announcement board.  

VBS Survey  - If you have school age children and haven't completed a survey, 
please see Leigh Ann so we can plan this year’s class.  

Prayers 


