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Dear Grace Family,
Happy New Year! While I am thankful that 2020 is now in
the rearview mirror, the new year begins with the same
fears, concerns, outrage, etc. Thankfully, it also includes the
same Savior and the season of Epiphany. The word
epiphany means appearance, revelation, manifestation.
The Feast of Epiphany begins on January 6th with light
being the ancient symbol of the season since it begins with
the magi following the star they observed rising in the East.
It culminates in a fantastic light show of Jesus' Transfiguration on February 14th.
The glory of God shines in and through Jesus Christ despite whatever darkness the
world is presently enduring.
The light also shines in us. The question of being in the light of God, of being
"right" with God and neighbor is taken up immediately at the Baptism of our Lord
where He unites with us sinners in the waters of the Jordan River. God's Spirit
descends upon Jesus and God the Father speaks a word of acceptance: "You are
my beloved Son with Whom I am well pleased" (Mark 1:11). Here the promise of
Christmas Eve is fulfilled. The favor of God is poured out upon humanity through
His only begotten Son.
With the advent of a new year, many of you have no doubt made some annual
resolutions. According to a recent survey, approximately 55.31% of American
adults say they are resolving to learn something new, make a lifestyle change, or
set a personal goal in an effort to better themselves in 2021. I am all for setting
goals and making improvements in my life. But even with the best of intentions,
an unhealthy focus on self-improvement can tap right into our inner Pharisee. We
like to do what we can to demonstrate our worth to God and value to others.
Enter the Gospel, which is God’s resolution concerning YOU. According to
Ephesians 1, He resolved before the foundations of the earth to make you His
child. And His resolutions never fail. What does this mean? When it comes to the
King of the universe, you do NOT need to lead an approval-seeking life focused on
self. You don’t need to appease the Father; Christ already has through His perfect
life, death, and resurrection.
During this time where many remain confused, concerned, and in fear, people
need the stability, foundation, and peace that only Christ, His Word, and His
sacramentally received gifts can provide. I am confident that our Lord will be with
us through this year, just as He was this past year, to build His church and work
good for us, just as He has promised. If 2021 brings a plentiful year filled with
blessings, then we will rejoice in Christ! But even if it does not, we will rejoice in
Christ that this life if not the end—an eternal life of unending joy awaits us in the
presence of our Heavenly Father thanks to His Son.
A blessed Epiphany Season to you all,

Pastor Thomas
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Extra Terrestrial Life and a Terrestrial Faith
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by Rev. Brian Thomas

The very first movie I can remember watching at a drive-in theater was the original Star Wars in 1977. Even as an
imaginative five-year, I knew that the alien life forms and warp-speed spacecraft created by George Lucas were fiction.
In other words, I have always been a skeptic at heart. I am only a Christian believer because of the tremendous amount
of historic eye-witness evidence that exists to support the truth claims of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. While I
enjoy science fiction literature, television, and movies, I remain a
Doubting Thomas when it comes to extraterrestrial life, UFOs, alien
abductions, and government conspiracy theories that sound like they
were ripped from an episode of the "X-Files." If that sounds like
something Agent Scully would say, so be it.
The most recent $2.3 trillion COVID-19 relief and government funding bill
signed by President Trump includes a 180-day countdown for the
Pentagon and spy agencies to reveal what they know about UFOs. As
reported by the New York Post, this countdown was not part of the
original 5,593-page legislation but was a "committee comment" that was
attached to the annual intelligence authorization act and then put into
the COVID-19 bill.
This "alien" caveat to a relief bill has launched internet conspiracy theorists into orbit (excuse the pun). Whenever
cultural topics like this become popular, pastors are often asked their opinion. And this topic is no exception. The most
concise and reasonable response to extraterrestrial life comes from Dr. John Warick Montgomery, a Lutheran
theologian that I greatly respect:
The best scientific opinion at present is that life in the sense in which we know it does not exist on any other
planet of the solar system. There might of course be sentient life on the planets of other galaxies, but we have no
way of knowing whether this is the case. If life does exist elsewhere in the universe, it has either remained in its
primal love relationship with God or has fallen from grace as we have. If fallen, we can assume that God has
given Himself for the salvation of those creatures in a manner as appropriate to their existence as was His death
on the Cross appropriate to ours. If we were to visit an unfallen world, we would function as the serpent did in
Genesis: we would offer the temptation of selfishness to creatures who had to that point lived selflessly. Is this
perhaps why God has separated the worlds by such immense distances? (How Do We Know there is a God, 30)
It wasn’t that long ago when belief in aliens may have qualified a person as a candidate for an insane asylum. Today,
such a confession may further advance one’s chances of receiving a research grant or qualifying as a Ph.D. candidate at
an Ivy League institution. What was once a fringe area for Star Trek and Isaac Asimov nerds planning road trips to
Roswell has now become mainstream. According to a recent poll, 62% of Americans believe in alien lifeforms, and
almost as many believe that they are visiting planet Earth. To counter such belief, the Christian Research Institute
concludes:
To date, there is no nut, bolt, spaceship, carcass, or transmission to provide overwhelming and convincing proof
that Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (ETI) exists. This is not to deny that credible people are seeing inexplicable
aeronautical and cosmic incidents. It is noteworthy, however, that the vast majority of UFO reports are easily
explainable. This may not be the sensationalistic answer for which many people in our culture are looking, but
the fact remains that the overwhelming majority of UFO reports have earthly origins.
The Bible is focused on our planet, and specifically on a God who became enfleshed of a Virgin to save a sinful creation
"in the fullness of time" (Gal 4:4). When Jesus commissioned the disciples to baptize and preach the good news, He sent
them to spread the gospel to the “uttermost parts of the earth,” not to the uttermost regions of the galaxy or universe
(Acts 1:8). We have no specific revelation demonstrating God’s interest in intelligent life outside of our planet. I truly
believe that such interest is merely a distraction from the Gospel that Satan, the father of all lies, takes great pleasure in
promoting as the false prophets who elevate such distractions to the status of religion are typically preaching a version
of Eastern mysticism or New Age philosophy, which is, in actuality, very old — so old, that it goes back to the Garden of
Eden with the temptation to “be like God” (Gen. 3:5). Paul warned the church in Galatia to beware of false teachings
regardless of how impressive the source might be. “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel
other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!” (Gal. 1:8).
And if this skeptic is wrong and extraterrestrials do exist, God is their Creator, too. According to Genesis 1:1, “God
created the heavens and the earth.” Such a discovery would not nullify Christian doctrine but rather confirm the extent
of God’s creative capabilities. From Scripture and from creation, we see clearly that God delights in His creativity and in
His creation, so much so that He was willing to die to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). If we must talk about
alien life, let it be the alien righteousness of Christ gifted to all who place their faith in Him.
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Why is God So Hidden?
by J. Warner Wallace

As a young atheist, I denied the existence of God for practical, experiential reasons. During my elementary school
years, I found it difficult to understand why anyone would believe in God without visible evidence. I knew my parents,
teachers, and friends were real because I could see them and I could see their impact on the world around me. God,
however, seemed completely hidden. I often thought, “If God exists, why would He hide in this way? Why wouldn’t
God just come right out and make it obvious to everyone He exists?” As I examined these questions many years later, I
began to consider other factors and considerations, particularly related to the nature of “love”.
I held love and compassion in high regard, even as an unbeliever. These were values I embraced as essential to our
survival as a species, and values I considered to be foundational to human “flourishing” (as many atheists commonly
describe it). But love requires a certain kind of world, and if loving God does exist, it is reasonable that He would create
a universe in which love is possible; a universe capable of supporting humans with the ability to love God and love one
another. This kind of universe requires a number of pre-requisites, however, and these pre-requisites are best
achieved when God is “hidden” in the way He often seems to be:
Love Requires Freedom
True love cannot be coerced. We love our children and we want them to love us. We cannot, however, force them to
do so. When we give our kids direction and ask them to accept this direction as a reflection of their love for us, we
must step away and give them the freedom to respond (or rebel) freely. If we are “ever-present”, their response will
be coerced; they will behave in a particular way not because they love us, but because they know we are present (and
they fear the consequence of rebellion). If God exists, it is reasonable that He would remain hidden (to some degree)
to allow us the freedom to respond from a position of love, rather than fear.
Love Requires Faith
Love requires a certain amount of trust; we must trust the person who loves us has our best interest in mind, even in
times of doubt. There are occasions when trust requires us to accept something as true, even though we can’t
immediately see this to be the case. In essence, trust often requires “hiddenness” on the part of the “lover” if love is to
be confident, powerful, and transformational.
Love Requires Evidence
Love does, however, require sufficient evidence. While we may not want to coerce our children, we do need to give
them sufficient reason to believe we exist, support, and love them. While many non-believers may deny there
is any evidence for the existence of God, the natural world has provided us with sufficient (albeit non-coercive)
evidence God exists. We have the ability, however, to deny this evidence if we choose.
Love Requires Response
In the end, we do need to show our children our promises have been reliable and their love and trust in us has been
well placed. Even though we may have to be “hidden” at times in their lives, at the end of the day, love requires us to
make a visible response. The Christian Worldview maintains that God will respond visibly at “the end of the day”.
While He may sometimes seem “hidden”, He will ultimately be evident to all of us.

If God exists, it is reasonable He would personify and fulfill the requirements of love, as described in Christian
scripture:
Romans 1:20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they (we) are without excuse.
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
God created a world reflecting His holy nature: We live in a universe where love is possible. This kind of universe can
sometimes be a scary place because it requires un-coerced human freedom. God offers us this dangerous liberty (and
often remains hidden) so our love will be genuine.
Used by permission. www.coldcasechristianity.com
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Have you ever wondered what the Church Council is or what they do? It is the governing body of the Church and is
comprised of members of Grace Lutheran Church. Any member can serve and although there is some time involved, it
is a very rewarding experience. A longtime member has always said that the Council, “is doing God’s work.”
Below is a description of the Council and the members taken from the Grace Constitution and By-Laws which were
originally filed in California’s state records on April 16, 1913.
From the Grace Constitution and By-Laws:
The Church Council shall provide direction to the congregation on behalf of the Voters Assembly.
3.1 The Church Council shall consist of the congregation’s President, Treasurer, the Trustee, the Secretary of the
congregation, the Chairperson of the School Board and three Elders, Fellowship/Activities Coordinator and two at
large Council Members. The Pastor is an advisory member. The Chairperson and Secretary of the congregation
shall also serve as the Chairman and Secretary of the Church Council.

3.2 The Church Council shall meet monthly. Special meetings may be called by the President, the Pastor, or any
three members of the Council by providing notice at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. A majority of the voting
members of the Council shall constitute a quorum.
3.3 The principal duty of the Church Council shall be to coordinate the program and activities of the various
departments of the congregation. It shall also have the power to act on behalf of the congregation between
meetings of the Voters Assembly within limitations established by the Voters Assembly, which actions shall be
reported to the next meeting of the Voters Assembly.
5.1 Duties of the President. 2021 President, Dr. John Hansen
5.1.1 He/She shall preside at Voters Assembly and Council meetings. In his/her absence the Vice-President, in
order of succession, shall perform the duties of this office. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the
President, a special election will be held in a timely manner.
5.1.2 He/She shall promote camaraderie and professionalism amongst members of the Council. He/She shall
be responsible for ensuring that an agenda of any lawfully scheduled or called Council meeting or Voters
Assembly is made available one week in advance.
5.1.3 So too, he/she, shall ensure the availability and distribution of Board and Committee reports at least
three days prior to regularly scheduled Council Meetings.
5.1.4 The President shall ensure that “New Business” items requiring a vote at a Voters Assembly shall be
deferred to a future meeting if and only if a quorum is not present at the time of a vote on that new business
item.
5.1.5 In the event of an office vacancy (excepting that of the President), the President shall actively seek a
suitable replacement for said vacancy who would then be voted upon for approval as a replacement by the
Council, so that the business of the congregation may not be hindered.
5.1.6 The President shall sign all legal documents along with the Secretary.
5.2 Duties of the Secretary. 2021 Secretary, Ms. Shannon Carreiro
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Church Council and the Voters Assembly.
The Secretary shall archive the approved aforementioned minutes in the permanent records of the
congregation.
Duties of the Treasurer. 2021 Treasurer, Mr. Daniel Hill
5.3.1 Accounting system. He/She shall maintain an accounting system that is consistent with normal
accounting standards. This system shall provide the capability to track expenditures and income as well as
support timely payment of all bills. This accounting system must provide the capability of an annual audit and
the audit results will be reported to the Church Council and the Voters Assembly.
5.3.2 He/She will not disclose information that would lead to a disclosure of personal information about
employees, parishioners or pupils. The Treasurer will reveal payroll information to the appropriate board
requesting that information.
5.3.3 Budget. On a yearly basis, the Treasurer shall prepare a budget for submission to the Church Council. The
treasurer will report regularly to the Church Council variances from the budget.
5.3.4 The Financial Secretary(ies) and Bookkeeper(s) shall be responsible to the Treasurer.
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5.4 Duties of the Trustee. 2021 Trustee, Mr. Paul Himmelberger
5.4.1 Configuration management. He/She shall maintain a list of all real and personal property of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church. On an annual basis, He/She shall perform an insurance audit. This audit shall be
provided to the Church Council and also to the parish voters if requested by the voters.
5.4.2 Security. The Trustee shall provide and promote reasonable safeguards for the church property.
Additionally, the trustee will provide for secure maintenance of all church documentation.
5.4.3 Disaster recovery. On an annual basis, the Trustee will review and update the disaster preparedness plan.
This plan will include contingencies for destruction of campus property as well as community disaster. In both
cases, this plan will be coordinated with the Board of Elders for continued proclamation of the Gospel and with
the School Board for continued operation of Grace Lutheran School.
5.4.4 Property and maintenance contracts. The Trustee will execute and maintain property and maintenance
contracts as well will obtain suitable insurance for the properties.
5.4.5 Budget. On a yearly basis, the Trustee in coordination with the Treasurer shall prepare a proposed
Trustee budget for submission to the parish voters. He/She will report regularly to the Church Council
variances from the budget.
5.5 Duties of the Board of Elders. 2021 Head Elder, Mr. Ted Nilsen
5.5.1 The designated Elders will be members of the Church Council. In the absence of one of these three
members, an auxiliary member will participate as a voting member.
5.5.2 Every Elder will visit parishioners as assigned by the Pastor and Head Elder.
5.5.3 Every Elder will assist in administration of the Sacrament of the Altar.
5.5.4 One Elder will provide oversight of the curricula as taught in the educational activities of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church.
5.5.5 The Head Elder (or a designated Elder in his absence) shall represent the Board of Elders on the School
Board.
5.5.6 A designated Elder or Elders, along with the Pastor shall oversee the mission activities of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church, as well as those appointed or commissioned to direct/organize the labors.
5.5.7 The Elders and the Pastor shall supervise and organize the Divine Services of Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
5.5.8 The Board of Elders shall interview and approve candidates for employment of non-called personnel (e.g.
Parish Ministry Office Manager, organist, etc.) while the Council effects the hiring and sets the terms and
conditions of the employment.
5.6 Duties of the School Board. (not included at this time)
5.7 Duties of the Board of Stewardship. (not filled at this time)
5.7.1 Discover the talents of the membership and enlist them in the congregational program.
5.7.2 Assist in training lay workers.
5.7.3 Sponsor stewardship and mission talks, discussions, conferences, plays, movies, pageants, etc. in the
congregation and organizations.
5.7.4 Work in cooperation with the circuit and District stewardship committees.
5.7.5 Give the congregation a confessional vision of the world’s need of Christ and how it can supply that need.
5.7.6 Instruct the people in the grace of proportionate giving to God’s work in their own parish and in the
world.
5.7.7 Prepare the annual proposed budget for submission at the September Voters’ Meeting.
5.7.8 Supervise the raising of all funds within the congregation.
5.7.9 Designated the congregation’s bank or banks and to transact loans.
Grace Council Members at Large:
Mr. Jeremy Fullam and Mr. Andrew Burke
Grace Elders:
Mr. Steve Hollman, Mr. Jason Huntley, Mr. Daryl Newton and Mr. Travis Wheeler

Story Behind the Song:
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (LSB 395)
Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) lived an eventful life–he fled
from the Spanish army, sparred with Roman Catholic
and Calvinist opponents, and ministered to plaguestricken congregations as a prominent pastor and
popular preacher. Educated at Wittenberg University, he
was ordained a Lutheran pastor in 1583 in the city of
Hedrick. However, he was soon at odds with the Roman
Catholic town council, and when Spanish troops arrived
to reestablish Roman dominance, Nicolai fled.
In 1588 he became chief pastor at Altwildungen and
court preacher to Countess Margaretha of Waldeck.
During that time Nicolai battled
with Calvinists, who disagreed
with him about the theology of
the real presence of Christ in
the Lord's Supper. These
doctrinal controversies were
renewed when he served the
church in Unna, Westphalia.
During his time as a pastor
there, the plague struck twice,
and Nicolai wrote both "O
Morning Star, How Fair and
Bright" and "Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying." These
two hymns are often referred to as the King and Queen
of German chorales. Nicolai's last years were spent as
Pastor of St. Katherine's Church in Hamburg.
Nicolai's parsonage overlooked the graveyard where
hundreds of plague victims were being buried — as
many as thirty in a single day. According to biographer
and hymn translator Catherine Winkworth, the city lost
more than 1,400 people. It was out of this context that
Pastor Nicolai was inspired to write "O Morning Star,
How Fair and Bright" — a hymn intended to convey the
hope of eternal life for those struggling with loss and
with what had to feel like an uncertain future. The hymn
is based on many different biblical texts including
Revelation 21:16, “I am the root and offspring of David,
the bright and morning star.” Other names for Christ
appear throughout the hymn: Sovereign, Root of Jesse,
David’s Son, Lord, Master, heavenly Brightness, Love
Divine, and Crown of Gladness.
Sanctity of Life Sunday is Jan. 17.
CAPS staff members will be here
to tell us more about CAPS and to
answer any questions. Our member liaison is Shannon
Carreiro and she can also answer your questions. There
is a special area outside the chapel that is designated
the CAPS Corner for additional information and
donations.
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Consider the profound hope of the very last verse:
What joy to know, when life is past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!
He will one day, O glorious grace,
transport us to that happy place
beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of your returning!
In Germany, the hymn was used for many years in
weddings and funerals, but today most often appears in
the Epiphany sections of English hymnals because of the
imagery of light in the text, one of the major biblical
themes of the Epiphany season.

Christmas Proposal
Dylan Jensen proposed to Linka Schleusener over the
Christmas break on the famous Potato Chip Rock on Mt.
Woodson in Poway. Their wedding is planned for July 2021.
Congratulations!

Worship Schedule
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The Baptism of Our Lord
January 10, 2021
Psalm 29
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
Second Reading: Romans 6:1-11
Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 17, 2021
Psalm 139:1-10
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel: John 1:43-51
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021
Psalm 62
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 31, 2021
Psalm 111
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 7, 2021
Psalm 147: 1-11
First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39

Prayers
Praises to the Lord
The Upcoming weddings of Matthew Morgan & Kalisha Patterson
and Linka Schleusener & Dylan Jensen

3967 Park Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92103
619.299.2890
gracesandiego.com
The Reverend
Brian W. Thomas

Director of Parish Music
Beth Schleusener
Office Manager
Gretchen Jordan

Prayers for Strength
Alma, Chris, Martin, Titus, Patricia, Joyce, Barbara, Dave, Rev. Ken, Josh, Bill,
Dennis, First Responders, Police Officers and Firefighters.
Prayers awaiting the arrival of a child of God
Gavin & Carmen
Prayers for our Missionaries
Rev. James May (Kenya), Daniel Conrad (Central America), Rev. Dr. Ron & Mary
Anne Rall (Papua New Guinea), Rev. Dr. John & Melinda Bombaro (Latvia)
Prayers for the Military
William Baker, Andrew Burke, Tajy George, Jack George, Jr., Philip Hawthorne, Dylan
Jensen, Jack Ogden, Josh Martin, Matthew Morgan, Gavin Robillard, Heath Russert,
Linka Schleusener, and Holly Schmidt
Prayers for those unable to attend Services
Lorna Winterstein, Joyce Rochester

Divine Service
8:00 am & 10:30 am
Nursery available

It’s easy to donate to GLC
Scan the QR code below
with your phone or text a
dollar amount to 84321 to
donate. Give through your
online banking, use your
giving envelopes or just
drop your
donation
in the
offering
plate.
Thank
you!

Hearing Assistance is now
available in our sanctuary.
Please see
one of our
ushers who
will be happy
to provide
you with a
listening
device .

Birthdays
January
10- Kate Latham
11- Ingrid Hoffmann
12- Herb Foelber
13-Travis Wheeler
19- Jennifer Gertz
19- Carmen Robillard

21- Katharina Hass
24- Jennifer Hass
30- Eleanor Yow
31- Sara Lindsey
February
7- Zuri Rall
7- Elle Hansen

If we missed your birthday email the church office at: gjordan@gracesandiego.com

