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Dear Grace Family, 

If you are like me, you are happy that 2020 is almost over. 
Of all the 2020 memes that have surfaced recently, this one 
sums it up:  

 

 

 

 

As Thanksgiving quickly approaches, you may even ask yourself, "What is there to 
give thanks for in a year of COVID and masking and isolation and social distancing; 
a year of not-so-peaceful protesting and social unrest? This year when the news 
cycles have once again been dominated by bad news. And maybe for you, the bad 
news has hit closer to home, with things going on in your life that no one else 
knows about, but with which you are silently suffering. 

At such times, it is important to remember that this year is 2020 "AD" - anno 
domini, the year of our Lord. I know it's not a popular way to mark time anymore, 
but I've never been popular so I'll keep using BC and AD. This year, like all others, 
belongs to the ONE who created time itself. At such a time as this, the Scriptures 
are our refuge, teaching us to see things as God sees them and to rely not on what 
we think or feel, but on His Word and promises. And when you do that, then there 
is much to give thanks for! Maybe not in the circumstance and what is happening 
to you, but in the Lord and how He is able to use all things for our good. And so we 
can, as St. Paul said, give thanks in all circumstances because our Lord is good (1 
Thess 5:18).  

If you find yourself struggling to give thanks around the table this Thanksgiving, let 
me suggest two things: (1) attend our Thanksgiving service in the morning on 
November 26th at 10:00 am and (2) dust off your Small Catechism and read 
Luther's section on the First Article of the Apostles' Creed together. There you will 
find much to give thanks for.   

As far as what is to come, it is not for us to know, but to entrust our days and 
times into God's hands with thanksgiving. Do not let a bad news world rob you of 
the thankfulness and joy of the Lord. Remain in the Word, continue to receive His 
Sacrament, and know that as St. Paul also said: 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). 

Prayerfully Yours, 

 

Pr. Thomas 

What’s Inside 
 

November 11 @ 6 pm 
Veteran’s Day Celebration 

Veteran (past or present) and their 
family are invited to join Pr. Thom-
as at the parsonage  for an oppor-

tunity to honor those who have 
served our country. Appetizers, 

cake, & beverages will be served.  

November 15 @ 9:15 am 
Voters’ Meeting 

 

November 26 @ 10:00 am  
Thanksgiving Day Service  

 

November 28 @ 9:00 am  
Advent Decorating Party 

 

November 29 @ 8 & 10:30  
First Sunday in Advent 



P A G E  2  Saintly: Understanding the Saints in the 
Lutheran Tradition            By Pr. Brian Thomas 
On Sunday, November 1st, we celebrated the Feast of All Saints. I wanted to take a moment to reflect on the saints in 
the Lutheran tradition. All Saints Day is not a day to remember the martyrs and heroes of the faith since they already 
have their special days on the church calendar. Rather, it is a day to remember all of those who have died in faith. Their 
lives and deaths were mostly ordinary, but who are nonetheless important to us. The word "saint" refers to someone 
who is holy. Holiness has to do with being "set apart." Those in heaven we know to be holy by virtue of the fact that 
they are there gathered around the throne of the Lamb,  extolling His victory (Rev 7:9-17). But what about those of us 
still on earth? To answer that question, we must ask, "What makes someone holy?" Is it granted because of an extra-
spiritual gift or pious personal devotion to God? No, it is Christ Jesus who makes us holy. In St. Paul's opening address to 
the church at Corinth, he writes: 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours (1 Cor 1:2) 

If you know about these "saints" in Corinth, then you know their personal and corporate life together was not so holy, 
and yet St. Paul has no problem addressing them as "sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints." Martin Luther 
explained that we must confess that we are holy by the blood of Jesus and nothing else:  

For it would be the greatest slander and blasphemy of the name of Christ if we refused to honor Christ's 
blood for washing away our sin or refused to believe that this blood makes us holy. Hence you must believe 
and confess that you are holy, but by this blood and not by virtue of your own piety (Luther's Works, 30:7).  

During the middle ages, the Roman Catholic Church developed the "cult of the saints," that led to numerous abuses, 
whereby the saints were invoked in prayer, worshipped, and afforded a place reserved for God alone. It was clear to 
the Reformers that Jesus Christ is the sole Mediator between God and man, thus there was no need to pray to the 
saints as intercessors with God (1 Tim 2:5). The cult of the saints was abolished in the Lutheran tradition. The Augsburg 
Confession, Article 21, asserts: “Scripture does not teach us to invoke the saints, or to ask for help from the saints; for it 
puts us before Christ as the one mediator, high priest, and intercessor.”  

Some Roman Catholic theologians have softened over the centuries and insisted on carefully distinguishing between 
veneration (dulia) and adoration (latria), the former given to the saints alone, the latter to God alone.  In the case of the 
Virgin Mary, she is to be given hyperdulia, because she willingly became the "mother of God," and is therefore entitled 
to the highest veneration. However, it is clear from the document on "The Church" adopted at the Second Vatican 
Council as well as the latest Catechism of the Catholic Church that saints are still considered propitiators and 
intercessors in prayer.   

With all of this said, there is a role for the saints in our lives. They are examples of 
faith and also of God’s grace and mercy at work in the lives of sinners, and 
therefore they should be remembered as witnesses to the faith and role models of 
a godly life. The writer to the Hebrews put it this way: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

Martin Luther even regarded Mary the Mother of our Lord as the highest example 
of faith because she said in response to the angel Gabriel’s announcement, “Let it 
be to me according to your word" (Luke 2:38). She said “yes” to God and made 
herself completely and totally available to house the incarnate Word of God. 

When you look around the pews at Grace Lutheran, you may not recognize that 
you too are surrounded by "saints," but it is a fact. Thus, we live by faith and not 
by sight. The Augsburg Confession defines the church as "the congregation of 
saints in which the Gospel is purely taught and preached and the Sacraments 
correctly administered" (Art. VII). If you desire to be a part of the "communion of saints" here on earth that we confess 
in the creeds, then take comfort in the fact that the Gospel and Sacraments are rightly taught and administered here. 
As you read or hear about the saints of the past, give thanks to God for them, imitate their good works, and place your 
trust in Christ alone as the sole mediator between God and man.  
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“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

 
 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

You call us to pray for our nation daily, but today especially we pray for the healing of our country. In the midst of 
the suffering associated with COVID-19, we are even more aware of our mortality and our utter need for you. Vac-
cines, mitigations, and attention to hygiene may heal for a moment, but getting our lives right with you heals for 
eternity. So, we begin our prayers for our nation by humbly coming before you personally in repentance and faith, 
asking that you forgive us, bless us, and show us how to live boldly for you and for each other even now. With 
utter dependence and faith in you, we lift up our prayers this day. 

Lord, we begin our prayer for our country with the full knowledge that you are already at work in the world, two 
distinct ways, to preserve and to save. Especially now we are thankful that you preserve this sinful world, you keep 
civility, justice, and peace alive through people faithfully serving others in the vocations in which you provide for 
us to live. We are thankful for faithful mothers and fathers, committed families, as well as good government, 
healthcare workers, peace officers, all who keep the fabric of this sinful world from unraveling even more than it 
already is. We also give you thanks for your essential workers in and through the Church, which amidst the physi-
cal crisis of COVID-19,  offer the crisis-overcoming gift of faith in Christ to all who seek your ultimate solution for 
sin, suffering, and death in the person and work of Jesus. We give you thanks for your clear, preserving and saving 
voice during our present trials and tribulations. 

To that end, we pray for your continued blessings and wisdom for all fathers, mothers, and families. Bless also 
blessings and wisdom for our President, Governors, Mayors, police, teachers, and all public servants….Business 
people, entrepreneurs, inventors, salespeople, marketers…writers, artists of all kinds….Bless these and the many 
other vocations that exist in our world because of your creativity and love.  We pray this day for all those in high 
positions that they would be people of character, honor, and wisdom. We also pray that they above all, fulfill the 
duties of their office so that we might have a peaceful and just society, one that affords life and liberty to all who 
pursue it faithfully.  

Today we also pray that you would call us back to the moral foundations that are not merely written in our laws 
and founding documents, but those written in your Word, those written on the pages of the Bible, those written 
by you even in the hearts of us all. No policy or law can be called just unless it reflects the very laws that emanate 
from your character and your Word. No “pursuit of happiness” can be blessed by you unless it is a striving for a 
virtuous life in service to others on your terms. Sadly, our nation today has wandered from your moral truths and 
continues to wander from the things of life, liberty, and service that reflect your character and your love. Call us 
anew to yourself and to the moral foundations that civilize and preserve us as a people. 

But, finally dear heavenly Father, call the people of our nation this day back to yourself by grace through faith. 
There is no one holy like You. There is no one just like You. There is no one powerful like You. Yet, despite our re-
bellion towards you, our sin towards you and each other, you deigned to set aside your power, and to execute en-
during justice through the sacrificial life, the eternal suffering and death of your Son Jesus in our place. Because of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, you graciously offer each of us, undeserving-sinful as we are, eternal life in Him as a 
gift. There is no other ultimate solution for what we face in this world each day. May our insecurities, our inade-
quacies, our unfulfilling “best” efforts finally find their resolve in the gift of life that comes by faith in Jesus Christ 
alone. And, may that precious message of your Gospel motivate our prayers and our service to our friends and our 
enemies, to our brothers and sisters in the faith, to our neighbors in the community, and to all who are in authori-
ty to lead and to serve. Give us strength to be a people constantly in prayer, available for service, and bold in our 
witness of the God who is at work in the world to preserve and to save. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen! 

A Prayer for Our Nation 
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Did You Know? A Bit of Grace History   
by Harold Nichols and Lorna Winterstein 

The history of Grace Lutheran Church began in 1912 by three men J.H. Bjornstad, Frederick Wilcken, and 
Albert Dreher from St. Paul, Minnesota. On the morning of November 10, the Reverend Clarence 
Damschroeder with 21 adults and 9 children adopted the name English Lutheran Mission and held the first 
Divine Service in a rented room in the Postal Substation at 5th and University. The name Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church was officially adopted and property was bought 
at Park Boulevard and Lincoln Avenue for $4,000, March 1913. 

The church grew and on May 25, 1930 the present sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, and parsonage was dedicated with 727 in 
attendance.  The total cost was about $80,000.  The Spencer Pipe 
Organ was installed with 3-manual and 13-ranks, a generous gift 
from Miss Agnes L. Frisius. The Angel Baptismal Font was 
dedicated September 27, 1931.  It was sculptured in Italy from a 
block of Carrara Marble, and is a replica of the Angle Font in the 
Church of Our Lady in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The American Institute of Architects awarded Grace Lutheran 
Church a Certificate of Honor for local excellence in church 
design, one of two out of 100 nominations.  Especially cited were the "Te Deum Laudamus" and the "Sunset 
Glory" art stained-glass windows installed by Frederick Wilson, formerly of Tiffany's. By the 20th Anniversary 
in 1933,  the membership had grown to 277. On November 28, 1935, was the marriage of San Diego resident 
Art Linkletter and Lois Foester.  He would go on to radio and television stardom with the show "People are 
Funny.”  The rest of the decade Grace Lutheran Church conducted Easter Sunrise Services at the Organ 
Pavilion in Balboa Park.  Celebrating our Silver Jubilee, May 22, 1938, with the  theme "Looking Forward," not 
knowing war was just around the corner. Organizations actively grew with the Ladies' Aid, Men's Club, Senior 
and Junior Choirs, Senior and Junior Walther Leagues and a Boy Scout Troop. 

The War Years saw the people of Grace roll up their sleeves as good citizens do.  The church itself was a 
sanctuary for many Sailors and Marines looking for the redeeming Word of Christ. The Lutheran Service 
Center was opened with Grace members becoming host to many of the service members. A banner year for 
weddings in 1942 with 115 total with three or four happening in the same day.  The Naval Training Center 
constructed and dedicated a chapel along the lines of Grace Lutheran Church with Pastor Damschroeder as 
consultant.  It is known as the North Chapel, and still stands. 

The war was over and Grace was debt free.  The final mortgage payment was made on the church on its 15th 
Anniversary.   

The Christian Home Builders group was organized to look into the establishment of a Christian Day School in 
1945.  Definite plans for the Day School took shape and the land next to the church was purchased and the 
two buildings were remodeled into a classroom.  On September 15, 1947 Grace Lutheran Christian Day 
School was opened.  Enrollment was 43 pupils with 2 teachers, George Zwhnder, grades three through six 
and also principal and Lorna Winterstein, teacher for grades one and two, and still a member of Grace, at 
100 years young.   

In June 1948, Pastor Damschroeder was elected First Vice-President of the District, serving until 
1954.  September of that year Grace school opened with 90 students in 7 grades and a library.  By the end of 
the decade,  Grace Lutheran Day School’s enrollment passed the 100 mark with eight grades and a waiting 
list.  
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Due to the extraordinary circumstances brought to us courtesy of COVID and related 
government edicts, and after considering as best we can the sensitivities of the 
congregation as a whole, the Church Council will be permitting limited, alternate avenues 
for casting votes on the 2021 budget and electing new members to the Council at the 
meeting of the Voter Assembly set for Sunday, November 15, 2020 at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

Importantly, the meeting cannot take place, on line or otherwise, unless we first have a 
quorum of voting members physically present at the meeting.  Because of the criticality of 
the live quorum, anyone who can attend and is not concerned about being in a gathering 
of the congregation is encouraged to do so.  We are fairly confident that if the attendance 
the Church has been experiencing lately is duplicated at the meeting, we will make a 

quorum; we just don’t want a lot of people to skip the meeting because another way to vote/participate is 
offered. 

Meeting participation via Zoom – A link will be sent out to those who have emailed Gretchen they would like to 
participate online at gjordan@gracesandiego.com  

You will have to be logged on and ready to join by 9:10 a.m. on Sunday, November 15, 2020.  Please remain on 
“mute” during the meeting and an opportunity for you to cast your vote will be provided by the moderator. 

We will have limited time for this meeting as it is juxtaposed between services of necessity this time around.  The 
proposed budget will be sent in a few days.  Once you have fully considered the budget, please bring any 
substantial questions you have to me (rhouts@gmail.com), Paul Himmelberger (paulh@san.rr.com), Matthew 
Rall (matt@birdsbewaresd.com), or Daniel Hill (danielhill988@gmail.com) asap and we’ll endeavor to help you 
get the answers you need prior to the meeting. 

Nominations are still open for Council positions of: 

 1st Vice President/School Board Chair 

 Fellowship Chair  

Please advise Gretchen, Robin Segarra, or me if you’d like to put yourself forward as a nominee and serve God in 
this unique and important way. 

Slate of Candidates: 

 President   -  John Hansen 

 Secretary  -  Shannon Carreiro 

 Treasurer  -  Daniel Hill (current) 

 Trustee  -  Paul Himmelberger (current) 

 2nd Vice President/Stewardship  -  Lynn Willis 

 Member at Large  -  Jeremy Fullam (current) 

 Member at Large  -  Andrew Burke (current) 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  GRETCHEN WILL BE ON VACATION UNTIL A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE MEETING.  SHE WILL NOT 
RESPOND TO YOUR EMAILS UNTIL SHE RETURNS. 

Thanks and God Bless, 

Randy Houts 

Council President 

Voting Members of Grace Lutheran 
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This window depicts the Old Testament prophet Elijah raising the Shunamite's son (2 
Kings 4). Above this is the New Testament account of Jesus' miracle of raising 
Lazarus from the dead (John 10:43). Jesus boldly proclaimed to Lazarus' sister: 

I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. 

Here Jesus demonstrates how eternal life overcomes death in all of its degrees.  

Pastor Richard Widman, Pastor Emeritus,  wrote, “we are grateful to our Lord for 
the blessed memory of loved ones who have gone to heaven and have left us this 
demonstration of the faith in the glory of these sacred art glass windows for our 
House of Prayer.” 

Can You Find the Lazarus Window? 

Providence can be defined as "God's ongoing involvement with and care for 
His creation." Much of this care is done behind-the-scenes. In other words, 
you don't always recognize what God is up to until after it happens. God was 
certainly providential in bringing Pastor David and Beth Schleusener to Grace 
Lutheran in July after relocating to San Diego from Japan. At this time, Grace 
had no idea that our long-time music director, Michael Burke, would be 
retiring so soon. But God being God, graciously brought a talented and 
experienced organist to our very church before we even realized we needed 
one. Beth will be taking over as our Director of Parish Music on November 8. 
She brings 30 years of experience playing the organ. She attended Cal State 
Fullerton and received a minor in music as a trombonist. While her 
professional vocation has mostly been in middle/secondary education, she 
has particularly enjoyed an avocation in sacred music, and I look forward to 
working with her to beautify and enhance our liturgy.  

Meet our New Director of Parish Music: 
Beth Schleusener  

Charity Golf Event 
Pastor Brian joined over a hundred golfers to support College Area Pregnancy 
Services (CAPS) at Maderas Country Club. They raised a lot of money for our 
local clinic. While Pr. Brian's team came in sixth place, he personally had a 
great round and won a few bottles of wine as a consolation.  
Visit the CAPS Corner as you enter the sanctuary for information about the 
local CAPS program or talk to Shannon Carreiro.  

CORNER 
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Though our Oktoberfest was a little more contained this year, everyone enjoyed the fellowship, food, beer, and music. 
Thank you to our chef and brewer Leigh Ann Bozung for organizing and our sous chefs John Hansen, Shannon Carreiro, 
and Richard Segarra for the delicious German fare. And thank you to all the volunteers who helped set up, serve, and 
clean up. Until next year, "Prost!"  

Oktoberfest 2020 

Pumpkin Carving 



 

The Reverend  
Brian W. Thomas  

 

Director of Parish Music 
Beth Schleusener 

 

Office Manager  
Gretchen Jordan 

 

Divine Service 
 8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

 

Nursery available 

3967 Park Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92103 

619.299.2890 
gracesandiego.com 

Birthdays 

Prayers 

It’s easy to donate to GLC 
Scan the QR code below 
with your phone or text a 
dollar amount to 84321 to 
donate. Give through your 
online banking, use your 
giving envelopes or just 
drop your 
donation 
in the 
offering 
plate.   
 

Thank 
you! 

Hearing Assistance is now 
available in our sanctuary. 

Please see 
one of our 
ushers who 
will be happy 
to provide 
you with a 
listening 
device . 

If we missed your birthday email the church office at: gjordan@gracesandiego.com

NOVEMBER 
11- Spencer Huntley 
11- Luke Rall 
14- Quinn Razak 
18- Gloria Himmelberger 
21- Christy Van Dyke 
23- Dave Janiak 

 
 
25- Rachel Merfalen 
30- Claire Latham 
30 -Harold Nichols 
30 -Nick Russert 
 

DECEMBER 

1- Alisa Moore 
2- Liam Schroeder 
5- Evangeline Yow 
10 – Vanessa Yates 

Praises to the Lord 
The upcoming Holy Baptism of Victoria Grace Fullam on Nov. 22nd. 

Prayers for Strength 
Barbara, Dave, Rev. Ken & Marilyn, Josh, Bill, Christy, First Responders, Police 
Officers and Firefighters. 

Prayers awaiting the arrival of a child of God 
Gavin & Carmen 

Prayers for our Missionaries  
Rev. James May (Kenya), Daniel Conrad (Central America), Rev. Dr. Ron & Mary 
Anne Rall (Papua New Guinea), Rev. Dr. John  & Melinda Bombaro (Latvia)  

Prayers for the Military 
William Baker, Andrew Burke, Tajy George, Jack George, Jr., Philip Hawthorne, Dylan 
Jensen, Jack Ogden, Josh Martin, Matthew Morgan, Gavin Robillard, Heath Russert, 
Linka Schleusener, and Holly Schmidt 

Prayers for those unable to attend Services 

Lorna Winterstein, Joyce Rochester 

Victoria Grace Fullam was born on October 9 
and will be baptized on November 22.  
Victoria joins her big brother Leo and 
parents, Jeremy and Alma Fullam. 

Upcoming Baptism 


